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and Night, were all the children of Chaos : but whence
came Chaos ? In other words, whence came all things ?
The weakest attempt to answer this question marked a
revolution in thought; and the Greek who first nerved
himself to the effort achieved a task beyond the powers of
Babylonian and Egyptian priests with all their wealth of
astronomical observations. He began a new work, and
he set about its accomplishment by the application of a
new method. Henceforth the object to be aimed at was
a knowledge of things in themselves, and the test of the
truth or falsity of the theory must be the measure in which
it explained or disagreed with ascertained facts. The
first steps might be like the painful and uncertain totter-
ings of infants : but the human mind had now begun the
search for truth, and the torch thus lit was to be handed
down from one Greek thinker to another, and from these
to Galileo, Copernicus, and Newton.

CHAPTER IL
SETTLEMENTS AND GOVERNMENT OF THE GREEKS.

THE Hellenic tribes, so far as they were held together at
all, were held together by bonds which were purely re-
ligious : and as there was no reason why this
religious bond should be weakened by geo-   Hellenic
graphical distance, so there was absolutely   world<
none why geographical nearness should give to this union
of thought, feelfng, and worship a  political character.
The colonists sent out from Sparta, Corinth, or Athens
remained as strictly Hellenes as those who stayed at
home; and the spots which they chose for their abode
became as much (and for the same reason) a portion of